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Executive summary 
 

The Council has a statutory duty to report annually on how the local authority is meeting its 
duty to secure sufficient childcare and to make an assessment report publicly available. 

This 0 - 5 year old Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (CSA) is a strategic tool which 
evaluates the childcare market, it is available to a range of stakeholders and incorporates 
key local intelligence, demographic and supply data. It can be used to support new and 
existing childcare providers to make business decisions that will impact on the supply of 
childcare in the city and the strategic planning of the Council's childcare sufficiency priorities. 

The Council has mapped the current supply of childcare and identified current pressure 
points linked to the sufficiency of early year’s provision for 0 to 5 years olds. All wards offer a 
choice of childcare options to parents; however, some wards do not offer all types of 
childcare provision. 

Nationally there have been reports of childcare providers closing as a result of the changing 
economy and the Covid-19 pandemic, in Derby two day nurseries and one pre-school 
playgroup have permanently closed, and a second pre-school play group is due to close at 
the end of the summer term, however these closure are not due totally to the pandemic as 
other factors have led to their closures. The drop in childminder numbers are within the 
normal ‘churn’ of providers in this sector. 

The childcare provider’s survey confirm that the number of childcare places registered by 
Ofsted does not represent the number of places being delivered in the city, which is 
generally, in group setting, 10.5 % less. There are a total of 5655 full time equivalent 
childcare places for the 0 to 5 age group in the city, an increase of 3.6% from December’s 
2020 data. When places are compared with population data Normanton (5.9), Mackworth 
(3.6) and Arboretum (3.7) have the highest child to place ratios 

Each year there has been a decrease in the number of registered childminders in the city. 

Figure 1 - Registered childminders in Derby city by year 

Year Number of registered 
childminders 

% 
Reduction 

2017 197 - 
2018 182 - 8% 
2019 149 - 18% 
2020 137 - 8% 
2021 127 - 7% 
2022 125 - 

 

This represents a 31.7% reduction in childminders over a five-year period, which reduces 
choice to parents and the number of places available in home based childcare provision. 
Ofsted reported, nationally, that there were 33,700 childminders on 31 August 2021, down 
by 1,100 (3%) since 31 March 2021. This they stated continues a downward trend mirroring 
Derby, with 14,100 (31%) fewer providers than on 31 August 2015. 

In the parental survey, parents stated that the biggest barrier to them accessing or using 
more childcare is cost. Average costs data indicates that childcare is most expensive in 
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Oakwood (£5.24) and least expensive in Normanton (£3.95). In December 2020 the average 
hourly rate was £4.43, this has increased to £4.73 an increase of 6.8%. 

There may be a shortfall of 0 to 5 year old childcare places in some ward within the city, 
Normanton, Mackworth and Arboretum have the highest child to place ratios. However as 
not all families choose or need to use childcare in their pre-school years, and some families 
will use informal childcare such as extended family members, it may be that there are 
sufficient places for local demand. It is also the case, for some families, that they choose to 
use childcare in other parts of the city on route to or close to where they work or attend 
education / training. 

Across the City there are possibly 301 surplus funded places for 2 years olds a slight 
decrease of surplus places since 2020. Yet in Normanton, Chaddesden and Oakwood where 
the child to place ratios is highest there may not be sufficient places locally. 

Normanton, Littleover and Oakwood have the lowest percentage of 2 year old take up. See 
appendix 2 Table 3. 

Across the City there are 1845 surplus funded places for 3 and 4 years olds, evidencing an 
increase of surplus places since December 2020. However, there may be insufficient places 
in Normanton, Oakwood, and Allestree where the child to place ratios is highest. 

Ofsted has judged that 79% of childcare providers in the city are delivering ‘Good’ or 
‘Outstanding’ childcare whilst 11% are awaiting their first Ofsted inspection. It should be 
noted that Ofsted has only just recommenced inspections previously delayed or not 
undertaken due to Covid-19 guidance and restrictions. 

 

What happens next 
 

The Council’s Childcare and Family Information Team (CFIT) will ensure that the 0 to 5 year 
old CSA is produced annually and made available to elected members, parents and 
childcare providers as directed by Statutory Guidance. 

CFIT will use the 0 to 5 years old CSA 2020 as a key strategic planning tool and work with 
all childcare providers to look at possible sufficiency gaps; and support the creation of new 
places where demand and long term sustainability can be evidenced. 

FIS will work on increasing the numbers of childminders in the city and will continue to offer 
one to one advice and guidance to childminders applying to become Ofsted registered. 

CFIT will continue to closely monitor, through termly provider contact, local demand, supply 
and availability of all childcare places, with Business Health Checks (BHC) and timely 
business support being offered to childcare providers. The BHC will agreed business actions 
with an aim to mitigate medium and long term sustainability risks. 

CFIT will focus on Normanton, Arboretum and Mackworth where the highest 0 to 5 children 
per place ratios are recorded and investigate further, working with local providers to assess 
the sufficiency of places verses possible demand. This may include providing support to 
existing providers, in the stated wards, to remodel and create further places. Whilst gaining a 
further understanding on the effects of childcare migration in the city. 

CFIT will focus on Normanton, Chaddesden and Oakwood where the child to place ratios is 
highest for 2 year old funded places and will also aim to raise awareness of and thus 
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increase the take up of funded places in Normanton, Littleover and Oakwood where take up 
rates are lower. However, it should be noted that without place creation there may not be 
sufficient places to increase take up particularly in Normanton and Oakwood where there 
already appears to be a pressure on places. The impact of migration to neighbouring wards 
will also be considered before any market management actions are undertaken. 

CFIT will focus on Normanton, Allestree and Oakwood where the child to place ratios is 
highest for funded 3 and 4 year old places and work to identify local demand as well as 
investigate further the impact of migration to neighbouring wards to assess if any market 
management actions are needed. 

With cost being stated as a major barrier to accessing childcare, an issue that is likely to be 
exacerbated by the general cost of living increases, 

CFIT will work with all providers to gather baseline data re the number of providers 
registered for Tax Free Childcare (TFC), the number of children on roll per provider who 
might be eligible and the number of families using TFC to pay the childcare fees. CFIT will 
encourage all providers to register and accept Tax Free Childcare payments. Providers will 
also be encouraged to promote Tax Free Childcare to parents by including information in 
their welcome packs and on their websites. FIS will continue to deliver an active social 
media campaign to raise awareness of all childcare funding support options. CFIT will also 
deliver a number of briefings to key professionals to raise awareness of TFC and confidence 
to promote with parents. 

Minimal information was secured from the parental survey about how the childcare needs of 
children with SEND are being met within the city. Therefore, further investigation will be 
undertaken to assess the sufficiency of suitable childcare and the availability and allocation 
of additional funding to support all childcare providers meet children’s individual needs. CFIT 
will work with the STePS team to identify providers delivering inclusive places and contact 
targeted parent groups to understand further any barriers to access they may have 
experienced. 

FIS will continue to work with childcare providers in a working group to further explore the 
issues around recruitment and retention and develop supporting workstreams such as the 
job listings and the recruitment advice and guidance web pages. 

 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The Childcare Act 2006 Part 1 sections 6 - 11 covers the duties on local government in 
England so far as is reasonably practical to: 

• Secure sufficient childcare for working parents and those undertaking training or 
education, with the intention of returning to work and to assess supply, taking action 
to fill any gaps in provision, including choices for parent/carers. 

• consider ways that they can work with childcare providers to improve the affordability 
of childcare. 

• have regard to the provision of childcare which is suitable for disabled children. 

1.2 A strong childcare market is critical to the success and regeneration of Derby's local 
economy by improving outcomes for young children and for parents to go out to work, 
education or training. This Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (CSA) 2022 will focus on the 
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sufficiency of early year’s childcare for 0 to 5 year olds across the City and will identify 
possible sufficiency pressure points. Early year’s childcare plays a crucial role in the lives of 
many families, supporting parent/carers back into work, education or training. 

1.3 Local Authorities are accountable for ‘managing the childcare market and have a 
statutory duty to ensure that there are sufficient childcare places for 0 to 5 year olds. To do 
this the Council has to adopt the role of ‘market facilitator’ and respond to changes in the 
supply and demand. The Council also has a responsibility to support all childcare providers 
and consider the changing demand for childcare places, the creation of additional childcare 
places as well as encouraging providers to delivery modules flexibly to meet parents’ needs. 

1.4 The constantly changing level, nature and quality of childcare in the City means it is often 
a difficult market to predict in terms of gaps, over-provision and how well this matches 
families' needs; provision can look very different within a short period of time, this is 
particularly relevant in this CSA as we start to assess: 

• the short, medium and long term impact Covid-19 
• childcare staff recruitment and retention issue 
• parents changing need for childcare. 

1.5 The Council’s expectation is that existing and prospective childcare providers undertake 
their own market research to fully understand local childcare needs and reference the 
indicative information set out within in this CSA. 

 

2. Aims of this 0 – 5 Early Years Childcare Sufficiency 
Assessment (CSA) 
 

2.1 To robustly map the supply of childcare for the 0 – 5 early years provision in the City. 

2.2 To robustly map the supply of funded 2, 3 and 4 year old places and match this data 
against take up figures using Department of Works and Pensions (DWP) and population 
data. 

2.3 To link with the Derby Economic Recovery Task Force, a partnership of public and 
private sector organisations, including Derby City Council, the University of Derby, Marketing 
Derby, D2N2, East Midlands Chamber and representatives of a number of the city’s 
businesses to ensure parents are able to take up childcare places as 

they return to work or studying and provider are able to apply for all appropriate sustainability 
grant funding. 

2.3 To use demographic data and a parental survey to assess possible changes in demand 
for childcare due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting changes in working practise. 

2.4 To identify any possible gaps in the supply of childcare. 

2.5 To fulfil the Council's market facilitator role by raising awareness of the current childcare 
market for 0 – 5 year olds with new and existing childcare providers. 

2.6 To meet the Council's statutory duty on the sufficiency of 0 – 5 year olds childcare to 
identify and undertake any actions needed to minimise risk in relation to lack of childcare 
places for parents.  
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3. Local Authorities Covid-19 support 
 

3.1 Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020, the childcare sector has 
delivered a critical frontline service enabling parents to remain in work. Government and DfE 
guidance have informed much of what providers need to consider, to deliver a safe service. 

All restrictions have now been lifted and people are returning to the workplace, however with 
frequent Covid-19 outbreaks, within childcare settings, the number of children and staff able 
to attend fluctuates regularly. 

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the Council’s FIS has and continues to robustly monitor 
childcare availability. 

3.2 To support the childcare sector through these challenges, CFIT has: 

• Continued to deliver a targeted grant for providers to claim back the cost of their 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). In 2021 to 2022 this amounted to an 
additional £275,000.00 of funding for providers. 

• Sort and gained on-going agreement, from the Derby Enterprise and Growth Team, 
for childcare providers to access all possible business support grants such as the 
Covid-19 Discretionary Grant - with 46 providers benefiting from £57,050.00 in 
Autumn 2021. 

• Facilitated the established Covid-19 Early Years Sector Action Group to look at 
sustainability concerns, staff retention, common support needs and provide a 
transparent voice for the Early Years sector to the Council. 

• Offered and delivered one to one business support where providers had concerns 
about their on-going business sustainability. 

• Facilitated a busy social media campaign for parents, raising awareness of funded 
places. 

 

4. Recruitment and retention key findings 
 

4.1 In October 2021 the DfE asked local authorities to report on any issues that they were 
aware of in the childcare market that related to staff recruitment and retention. Derby City 
Council was hearing anecdotal reports that providers were struggling to fill vacancies and 
that senior staff were having to undertake additional responsibilities to maintain in room child 
to adult ratios and services such as cooking the children’s meals. This information was 
collated and feedback to the DfE, which confirmed that Derby’s finding echoed those being 
reported nationally with many common themes. 

The Early Years Workforce: recruitment, retention and business planning report evidences 
the national findings and was published in 28th April 2022 by the Department for Education 
(DfE). 

4.2 CFIT is concerned that childcare sufficiency could be affected if providers are not able to 
fill vacant staff posts and need to reduce the number of places that they deliver accordingly. 

4.3 The FIS commissioned a childcare providers’ recruitment and retention survey to 
establish a baseline that could evidence the extent of the issues and the effects on the 
supply of childcare places. 
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The survey ran from 19th November to 10th December 2021. The survey received 
responses from 61 providers. Of these, 

• 46% (28) were day nurseries 
• 23% (14) were pre-schools 
• 23% (14) were childminders 
• 5% (3) were childminders with assistants 
• 1 was an after-school club 
• 1 was maintained nursery class 

4.3.1 52% percent of respondents indicated that they currently have staff vacancies. 

A total of 80 vacancies were reported in the survey, 34 part time and 46 full time. 

62% of respondents indicated that they found a particular position difficult to recruit. The 
most common problem position was level 3 qualified with 51 vacancies. 

4.3.2 It should be noted that the 23% percent of data returned by childminders has given the 
overall findings a more positive slant. Childminders generally work on their own and are 
therefore not facing the recruitment and retention pressures that group childcare providers 
face. However, it was important to capture the voice of Derby’s childminders thus the survey 
was open and available to them. To mitigate the impact of the childminder data, in the last 
section on this report, we have focused on day nurseries who had the highest number of 
returned surveys and deliver the highest number of childcare places collectively within the 
city. 

4.3.3 The biggest difficulties faced by providers when recruiting staff were: 

• 33 providers told us that application they received had limited/no knowledge of 
childcare. 

• 32 told us that applicants had limited childcare experience. 
• 31 indicated they received a lack of applications. 
• 24 blame pay and conditions 
• 17 told us that quality/content of training courses was poor…… 
• 15 said that the covid pandemic had caused difficulties. 

4.3.4 50% of providers agree that the quality of applicants has decreased a lot in the last 
year, whereas 34.6% of providers had found that the quality has stayed the same 

4.3.5 20% of providers agreed that they have difficulty retaining staff. 

162 staff members have left the respondent settings in the last 12 months, with one setting 
indicating 38 staff have left in that time. 

Of 162 staff who had left, providers stated that 81 had left in the last 6 months. 

The most common reason for staff leaving was: 

• 36 – choosing to leave the childcare sector 
• 25 - Mental wellbeing concerns 
• 24 – moving into the school sector 
• 22 – taking up higher paid childcare jobs 
• 19 – covid pandemic 
• 14 – status of early years provision 
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4.3.6 We asked providers ‘What do you think the long-term impact of the covid pandemic will 
be on staff recruitment and retention? The common response themes were: 

• staff have had time to reflect on their pay and working conditions, with many leaving 
for higher paid jobs with a perceived lower level of responsibility and pressure. 

• staff could earn more working in supermarkets for instance. 
• perceived lack of support from the government for the childcare sector as well as a 

lack of recognition compared to other. 

4.3.7 Providers are taking steps to address staff recruitment and retention issues: 

• 39 – advertised on job sites 
• 39 – word of mouth 
• 36 – social media 
• 29 – offered apprenticeships 
• 26 – reviewed pay and conditions 
• 14 – encouraged previous staff to return 
• 13 – offered incentives to stay with the organisation 
• 12 – offered incentives to your staff to recruit… 
• 11 – funded higher level training 

4.3.8 We asked providers ‘What do you think could be done, both locally and nationally, to 
improve the recruitment process and the retention of staff in your setting?’ The most 
common responses were: 

• Concern regarding the low level of pay available to staff compared to the 
responsibility and demands of working in childcare. Many suggested that an increase 
funding would allow them to increase staff wages. 

• The perceived lack of recognition, respect and understanding of the early years 
childcare sector, with many commenting that improving the understanding and status 
of the sector would help improve recruitment and retention. 

• Some providers commented that the Council could assist in advertising available 
roles. 

4.3.9 Childcare places sustainability: 

• 28 providers told us that recruitment and retention of staff is impacting on the 
childcare places that they can offer. 

• 19 told us that it is affecting short term sustainability 
• 25 told us that it is affecting medium term sustainability 

4.3.10 The largest proportion of completed surveys came from day nurseries (46%), 78% of 
this sector informed us that they had vacancies: 

• 22 - part time vacancies 
• 43 - full time vacancies 

A high proportion of day nurseries (75%) commented that they struggle to fill level 3 qualified 
positions 

Day nurseries have seen 129 staff leave in the last 12 months and 66 members of staff 
leave in the last 6 months. 
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5. Parental Demand 
 

5.1 This section presents a picture of the potential scale of childcare insufficiency across the 
city, by applying the data collected from the survey undertaken with parents/carers during 
February and March 2022, to the overall number of families in the city. It gives an indicative 
figure only of the scale of potential challenges. 

5.1.1 The survey was available, on-line, during February and March 2022, it was promoted 
via our Facebook site, FIS web pages, via childcare providers and key partners such as 
Children Centres. The survey was completed by 113 families and responses were received 
from all wards in the City: Mackworth (10%), Allestree (11%), Oakwood (10%), Chaddesden 
(10%) and Blagreaves (10%) had the highest number of returned surveys whilst Arboretum 
(1%), Spondon (2%) and Normanton (1%), had the lowest response rate. 

Figure 2 – Responses by ward 

Ward % Response 
Abbey 4% 

Allestree 11% 
Alvaston 7% 

Arboretum 1% 
Blagreaves 10% 

Boulton 4% 
Chaddesden 10% 
Chellaston 3% 

Darley 5% 
Derwent 8% 
Littleover 4% 

Mackworth 10% 
Mickleover 5% 
Normanton 1% 
Oakwood 10% 

Sinfin 5% 
Spondon 2% 

 

5.1.2 The parent survey captured information on the childcare needs of children aged 
between 0 and 4 years old. The largest number of childcare needs were captured for 54 
children in the 3 to 4 age group (37%) whilst the lowest number was captured for 2 year olds 
at 40 children (27%). 53 of the children were under 2 (36%). 

Figure 3 – Age of children 

Age Number of children 
Under 2 36% 
Aged 2 27% 
3 to 4 37% 
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5.2 What parents told us 
5.2.1 Overall parents were very satisfied with their childcare arrangements with 93% being 
either very satisfied or satisfied generally. This is comparable with 2020, when 92% of 
families were satisfied. 

5.2.2 92% of families were satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of their childcare, the 
same as 2020. 

5.2.3 Cost continues to be the main barrier facing families, with 5% of all families surveyed 
not being able to use childcare due to either cost or lack of financial support. 50% of families 
surveyed indicated that the cost of childcare prevented them from using the childcare that 
they need. 

5.2.4 The parental survey indicates that the impact that Covid-19 has had on the demand for 
childcare has greatly diminished since 2020, with only 6% of families telling us Covid-19 was 
still a barrier to using childcare, down from 31% in 2020. 

 
5.3 Use of Childcare 
 
5.3.1 Under 2 
67% of families told us they have used a day nursery, down from 71% in 2020 

58% of families told us that they have used a family member, down from 62% in 2020 

7% of families used a childminder, down from 26% of families in 2020 

 
5.3.2 Aged 2 
60% of families used a day nursery, up from 58% in 2020 

40% of families used a family member, down from 47% in 2020 

23% used a childminder, up from 14% in 2020 

5 % used friends down, from 12% in 2020 

 

5.3.3 3-4 Year olds 
52% of families used day nurseries, in line with the 51% from 2020 

41% of families used pre-school/playgroup, up from 36% in 2020 

54% used a family member, up from 36% reported in 2020 

26% of families reported using a school nursery, down from 34% in 2020 

15% used childminders down from 19% in 2020 

 

5.4 Barriers to accessing childcare 
5.4.1 From families that indicated they had faced barriers in using childcare, over half of 
families (54%) reported that they had been stopped from using the childcare that they need 
because it is too expensive, down from 65% in 2020 
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5.4.2 6% of families reported that worry about Covid-19 and their children mixing with other 
children was a barrier for them down from 31% in 2022 

5.4.3 One in 10 (10%) mentioned that childcare was not available at times that they needed 
it, down from 27% in 2020. 

5.4.4 Only 5% of families indicated that they weren't satisfied with their childcare 
arrangements. 

5.4.5 4 in 10 (39%) families indicated that they weren't satisfied with the cost of their 
childcare arrangements, up from 17% in 2020 

5.4.6 92% of families indicated that they were satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of 
their childcare arrangements, the same as in 2020. 3% were dissatisfied. 

 

5.5 Location of childcare 
5.5.1 Being closest to home was the most important factor in childcare locations according to 
9 out of 10 families (87%), in line with 88% in 2020, remaining higher than the 79% in 2019. 
This may be explained by a continued increase in parents working from home compared to 
pre pandemic levels. 

5.5.2 3 out of 10 families indicated that being close to work was important 

5.5.3 1 in 5 told us that being close to school was important. 

 

5.6 Why families use childcare 
5.6.1 64% of families indicated that one of the main reasons for using childcare was their 
child’s learning and development, down from 72% in 2020. 

5.6.2 83% indicated it was because they work, up from 71% in 2020 (87% in 2019). This 
could be explained by an increase in parents returning to the workplace following the end of 
covid restrictions. 

5.6.3 51% of families told us that they use childcare so that their child can play with other 
children. 

 

5.7 Barriers to using childcare 
Of families that have not used childcare in the last 12 months, 50% of families reported that 
childcare is too expensive. 50% gave a reason that they don’t receive financial support for 
childcare. 

 

5.8 Availability of childcare 
5.8.1 79% of families agreed or strongly agreed that they have found it easy to get the type 
of childcare they want in their local area (77% 2020). 14% disagreed. 

5.8.2 57% of families agreed that there should be more childcare in their local area. 

5.8.3 One in 5 families (19%) disagreed that childcare is available at the times of day that 
they need it. 
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5.8.4 12% disagree that they can get childcare during the weeks that they need it, up from 
6% in 2020. 

5.8.5 1 in 5 (20%) of families agree that they would change their childcare if they had any 
other choice, in line with 19% in 2020. 

 

5.9 Funded early years places 
5.9.1 83% of families indicated that they use their funded hours for eligible 2 year olds, down 
from 92% in 2020. Of these families, all used 11-15 hours per week. 

5.9.2 Of the families with a 3 or 4 year old child, 83.6% indicated that they use the funded 15 
hours funded entitlement, compared to 86% in 2020. All of these families use 11-15 hours 
week. 

5.9.3 Three quarters (76%) of families use their hours during term time with one quarter 
(24%) choosing to spread the hours across the year, which is the same as 2020. 

 

5.10 Additional Hours 
5.10.1 48% of families pay for extra hours in addition to the funded 15 hours early education 
entitlement, up from 39% in 2020. 

5.10.2 2 in 7 families (28.6%) purchase additional weeks. 

5.10.3 Of the families that indicated the number of extra hours they paid for; the average 
was 11 hours per week. 

5.10.4 Almost two thirds of families (64%) used the additional hours that they purchased 
spread across the year down from 74% in 2020, one third (34%) of families only used extra 
hours during term time. 

5.10.5 46% of families that don’t currently buy extra hours would like to, up from (30%) in 
2020 

5.10.6 Cost is the biggest factor preventing families purchasing extra hours, over half of 
families (52%) indicating that this stops them from purchasing extra hours. 

 

5.11 Extended entitlement 3 and 4 year olds 
5.11.1 87% of families indicated that they know of the extended entitlement of funded 
childcare for working parents, down from 94% in 2020. 

5.11.2 69% of families indicated that they are eligible for the extended entitlement, up from 
59% in 2020. 

5.11.3 Of those families that are eligible, over four fifths (81.6%) use some or all of the 
extended entitlement. 9 out of 10 families (91%) use the extended entitlement at the same 
provider they use for the 15 hours funded early years entitlement. 

 

5.12 Cost of living 
5.12.1 Opinions and Lifestyle Survey 
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During November 2021 to March 2022, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) has reviewed 
the impact of the increased cost of living on adults across Great Britain: 

Using data from the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey, ONS analysed the proportion of the 
population affected by an increase in their cost of living and the individual characteristics 
associated with not being able to afford an unexpected expense: 

According to the Office for National Statistics findings: 

• Over 8 in 10 (83%) adults reported an increase in their cost of living in March 2022 (3 
to 13 March 2022) compared with around 6 in 10 (62%) adults in November 2021 (3 
to 14 November 2021). 

• In early 2022 (6 January to 27 February 2022), an increase in the price of food 
shopping (90%), gas or electricity bills (79%) and the price of fuel (71%) were the 
most common reasons reported by adults who said that their cost of living had 
increased. 

• A greater proportion of parents with dependent children (41% with a dependent child 
between 0 and 4 years and 40% of parents with a dependent child aged 5 years or 
over) reported their household could not afford an unexpected expense compared 
with non-parents or parents not living with a dependent child (25%). 

• After controlling for other characteristics, parents of dependent children had over two 
times higher odds of reporting that their household could not afford an unexpected 
expense than parents without dependent children. 

5.12.2 Local demographic data according to the Department of Works and Pensions (DWP) 
and ONS 2018 – 2019 

• 22% of children in Derby live in low-income families, compared to a national average 
of 18.4% 

• The two wards from which we received the lowest response rates, Normanton and 
Arboretum, have the highest rates of children living in low-income families in the city, 
29% for Normanton and 30% Arboretum. Therefore, these wards that are poorly 
represented in our parental demand data may be more vulnerable to the effects of 
the cost of living crisis. 

“As the ONS figures do not cover April, they do not include the fall-out from April's record 
rise in the energy price cap, increases in council tax, and the hike in National Insurance, 
giving an ominous signal for how the situation could deteriorate later in the year” Office for 
National Statistics. 

 

6 Supply Data 
 

6.1 Many parents will need to use childcare to enable them to work and/or study, however 
they may face difficulties in finding the right childcare for their child that offers the flexible 
access that they need or availability on the days that childcare is needed. The delivery of 
childcare differs greatly in each of the five localities across Derby and there is limited choice 
and provision in some parts of the city. See appendix 1 for locality and ward map of the city. 

6.2 In this CSA, supply data has been established by asking childcare providers what places 
they offer rather than rely on Ofsted registered numbers. Providers have confirmed that they 
are offering a total of 5,859 full time equivalent places for 0 to 5 year olds. There are several 
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reasons that providers offer fewer places than they are registered for this could be local 
demand for places, staff recruitment and business modelling. 

Through desk research FIS have been able to assess that Ofsted registration information 
suggests that there are up to 6494, 0 to 5 year old places in the city, where as information 
sources from the childcare providers directly indicates that there are 5859 actual places 
available, a discrepancy of 9.8%. 

 

6.3 Types and numbers of childcare providers 
6.3.1 0 to 5 year old childcare is delivered by a variety of providers such as but not limited to, 
childminders, day nurseries, pre-school playgroups, nursery schools and nursery units. The 
provision can be delivered in a variety of venues and those operating from school sites may 
be delivered by the school themselves or by third party childcare providers. All childcare 
provides include in this CSA are registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and or the 
Childcare Register. 

6.3.2 Childminders can care for children from birth onwards, looking after them in their own 
home and usually offer an all year-round service. 

6.3.3 Day nurseries usually care for children from birth to five years between 8am and 6pm 
each weekday and are open all year round. Some provide care before and after school and 
in the school holidays for school age children. 

6.3.4 Pre-school playgroups mainly care for children aged two to five years old. Some Pre-
School playgroups offer part-time places with either morning or afternoon sessions and 
others offer longer sessions such as 9am to 3pm. Pre-schools playgroups only run during 
term time. 

6.3.5 Nursery School and units mainly care for children aged two to five years old. Some 
offer part-time places such as either morning or afternoon sessions and others offer longer 
days such as 9am to 3pm. Most nurseries only run during term time. 

6.3.6 For the purpose of this CSA group providers are either private, voluntary, independent, 
or maintained providers that care for children on non-domestic premises. 

6.3.7 For the purpose of this CSA childminders are providers that care for children on 
domestic premises. 

6.4 CFIT encourages providers to offer flexibility of delivery, so that parents' needs can be 
met, and parents are supported back into work and or study. 

 
6.5 Supply data by ward 
Please note that for information included in this section refer to the data tables in Appendix 
2. The data was compiled in March 2022 and a provider survey was undertaken in February 
2022 in readiness for this CSA. Population data evidenced a year on year decrease in the 
number of children in the 0 to 5 age group in 2020 there was 16,639 children, in 2022 this is 
now 15759. This decrease in population is evidenced in all age brackets, including 2 year 
olds eligible for a funded place. 
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Locality 1 
Chaddesden 
Chaddesden has 220 full time equivalent (FTE) 0 to 5 year old childcare places which is the 
second lowest number of places by ward in the city; it has no day nurseries and only 1 pre-
school playgroup but a higher than average number of nurseries (5). Chaddesden has a 
ratio of 1.8 eligible 2 year old to one place which suggests there are insufficient places 
however with a 92% take up rate the data suggests that children in Chaddesden access 
funded 2 year old places in neighbouring wards which mitigates the pressure on 
Chaddesden places. 

Derwent 
Derwent has 321 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places, and they have the second lowest 
hourly rates (£4.16). It has no pre-school playgroups. The ratio of children to both 2 year old 
and 3 and 4 year old funded places is 0.6 and 1 respectively which suggest that there are 
sufficient funded places to meet local demand. 

Oakwood 
Oakwood has 235 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; it has the second lowest number of 
nursery schools (1) and no pre-school playgroups. There are 2 day nurseries in Oakwood 
and 2 day nurseries that neighbour Oakwood but have Derbyshire addresses however these 
settings are used by Oakwood children. The ratio of children to both 2 year old and 3 and 4 
year old funded places is 1.3 and 1.1 respectively which suggest that whilst there are just 
sufficient 3 and 4 year old funded places there may be insufficient funded 2 year old places 
which is also reflected in Oakwood’s 59% take up figures. Oakwood average childcare cost 
per hour is the highest in the city at £5.24. 

Spondon 
Spondon has 349 FTE 0 to 5 childcare places. It has the second highest number of 
childminders (14). It has the third lowest number of nursery places (52) in the City. There are 
no pre-school playgroups in Spondon. It has the third lowest 0 to 5 year old population and 
the second lowest 2 year old and 3 and 4 year child to place ratio 0.4 and 0.5 respectively 
which suggest that children from neighbouring wards can access funded place in Spondon. 

Locality 2 
Alvaston 
Alvaston has 421 FTE 0 to 5 childcare places. It has the second highest number of day 
nurseries (5) who between them are offering the second highest number of places (275) for 
this provider type. It has the lowest number of pre-school playgroup places (18). It has the 
second highest number of 2 year old funded places (152) and the second highest number of 
3 and 4 year old funded places (684), which is reflected in both the place ratios being less 
than one. 

Boulton 
Boulton has 323 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places and only one day nursery. Boulton has 
a good take up of funded 2 year old places at 90%. Both the ratios for funded 2 year old and 
3 and 4 year old places are less than one which suggests that there are sufficient local 
funded places to meet demand. 

Chellaston 
Chellaston has 383 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places. Chellaston has the highest number 
of pre-school playgroups at 3. Both the ratio for funded 2 year old and 3 and 
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4 year old places is less than one which suggests that there are sufficient local funded 
places to meet demand. Chellaston has the highest percentage of funded 2 year old places 
take up at 102% which suggests that children in neighbouring wards do access funded 
places in Chellaston. 

Sinfin 
Sinfin has 394 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; it has one of the lowest number of 
childminders (3) and the second lowest hour childcare cost (£4.29). Sinfin has the third 
highest 0 to 5yr old child population (1141) and the third highest number of eligible 2 year 
olds (120). Take up of 2 year old funded places is 85% and with a 0.9 children to one place 
ratio it indicating there are sufficient funded 2 year old places available locally. 

Locality 3 
Abbey 
Abbey has the second highest number of 0 to 5 year old FFE places at 473. It has the 
highest number of day nurseries (6) which between them are offering the second highest 
number of places (368) for this provider type. Childminders have the third highest hourly rate 
(£4.50) and there are no pre-school playgroups in the ward. There are 0.9 children to every 
funded 2 year old childcare places which indicates that there are sufficient funded 2 year old 
places for the children in Abbey. 

Arboretum 
Arboretum has 447 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places, the third highest number by ward in 
the City. It has the second highest 0 to 5 year old child to place ratio at 3.7 and one of the 
lowest number of childminders (3). It has the highest number of nursery school / classes (6) 
which between them offer the second highest number of places (199) for this provider type. 
Arboretum ward delivers 165 2 year old funded places against the DWP stated number of 
162 eligible children, it has a take up rate of 68% which suggests that children in 
neighbouring wards are using Arboretum childcare places to access the funded entitlement. 

Normanton 
Normanton has 302 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; the ward has the highest ratio of 0 
to 5 year old children to places (5.9 children to one place) and the highest 0 to 5 year old 
population at 1771. It has the highest number of eligible 2 year olds (191) and the lowest 
take up rate 49% which may be due to insufficient funded 2 year old places as there are 3.1 
eligible 2 year olds for every place. Normanton has the highest 3 and 4 year old population 
at 769 and there are 1.8 children to every funded 3 and 4 year old place. This suggests that 
there are insufficient funded 2, 3 and 4 year old places in the Normanton ward. Normanton 
average childcare cost per hour is the lowest in the city at £3.95. 

Locality 4 
Blagreaves 
Blagreaves has 249 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places, it has the third highest number of 
childminders (13) and the second lowest number of nurseries (1) and pre-school playgroups 
(1). Both the ratio for funded 2 year old and 3 and 4 year old places is less than one which 
suggests that there are sufficient local funded places to meet demand. 

Littleover 
Littleover has 374 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; it has the highest number of 
childminders (16) delivering the second highest number of places (51) by provider type. The 
3 pre-school playgroups between them offer the second highest number of places (78) for 
this provider type. Littleover has the second lowest 2 year old take up rate for funded places 
but due to the small number of DWP identified families this indicates that only 16 families did 
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not engage with the offer. However, it should also be noted that Littleover has a 1.2 child to 
place ratio which could indicate that there are insufficient funded 2 year old places creating a 
barrier to increasing local take up. 

Mickleover 
Mickleover has 303 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; between them the 3 pre-school 
playgroups offer the highest number of places (93) for this provider type. It has the second 
lowest number of eligible 2 year old, as identified by the DWP data, and the second lowest 
number of funded 2 year old places available but as the child to place ration is 0.6 it can be 
assumed that there are sufficient places to meet local demand. 

Locality 5 
Allestree 
Allestree has 183 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places which is the lowest number of places 
by ward in the City. It has the second lowest number of day nurseries (1) offering the second 
lowest number (90) of places offered by this provider type. There are no nursery schools or 
classes in the ward. Allestree has the lowest number of eligible children for 2 year old 
funding (4) and its take up rate is 100%, its child to place ration is 0.2 which suggest that 
there is spare capacity for children from neighbouring ward travel to Allestree to access a 
funded 2 year old place. The ratio of children to funded 3 and 4 year old places is 1.2 which 
is the second highest in the city, this could suggests there are insufficient funded 3 and 4 
year old places locally. 

Darley 
Darley has 591 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places which is the highest number of place by 
ward. It has the second highest number of day nurseries (5) who between them are offering 
the highest number of places (370) by provider type. It has 7 nurseries which includes 2 
nurseries attached to independent schools one of which delivers funded places and one 
nursery class attached to an independent special school. The nurseries offer the highest 
number of places (212) by provider type. Darley has the lowest 0 to 5yr old child to place 
ratio (1child to 1 place) and both the ratio for funded 2 year old and 3 and 4 year old places 
is less than one which suggests that there are sufficient local funded places to meet 
demand. 

Mackworth 
Mackworth has 291 FTE 0 to 5 year old childcare places; there are no pre-school playgroups 
in Mackworth. Both the ratio for funded 2 year old and 3 and 4 year old places are one or 
lower which suggests that there are sufficient local funded places to meet demand. 
However, it has the third highest child to place ratio (3.6 children per one place) for 0 to 5 
year olds. 

 

6.6 Childcare quality by Ofsted inspection outcomes – Appendix 2 Table 
2. 
Ofsted assesses the quality of childcare being delivered by registered childcare providers in 
Derby. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic Ofsted had to postpone most inspections and 
therefore inspections due since March 2020 are only just beginning to be undertaken by 
Ofsted. 

76% of childcare is delivered by providers judged as ‘Good’ 

4.6% of childcare is delivered by providers judged as ‘Outstanding’ 
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1.5% of childcare is delivered by providers judged as ‘Requires Improvement’ 

0.5% of childcare is delivered by providers judged as ‘Inadequate’ 

11.2% of childcare is delivered by providers pending their first Ofsted inspection. 

6.6.1 It should be noted that 3 childminders in the city are registered with a childminding 
agency and do not receive an Ofsted inspection outcome but are monitored and inspected 
by the agency and that 17 childminders, 4 day nurseries and 1 pre-school playgroup are 
newly registered and are pending their first Ofsted inspection. 

6.6.2 The majority of childminders currently hold an Ofsted inspection outcome of Good (94), 
3 have been judged as Outstanding, none as Requires Improvement and 1 as Inadequate. 9 
childminders had a judgement of Met and 2 of Not Met – these gradings either indicates that 
the childminders only provider childcare for children over 5 years old and are on Ofsted’s 
Childcare Register or that they are on the Early Years register but had no children present at 
the time of inspection. 

6.6.3 The majority of day nurseries currently hold an Ofsted inspection outcome of Good 
(39), 5 have been judged as Outstanding, 2 Requires Improvement and none as Inadequate. 

6.6.4 Nearly all pre-school playgroups currently hold an Ofsted inspection outcome of Good 
(16) 1 pre-school holds an Outstanding judgement and 1 Requires Improvement. 

 

7. Funded places for 2, 3 and 4 year olds 
 

7.1 All 3 and 4 year olds and 2 years olds, who meet an eligibility criteria, are entitled to 570 
hours funded early education entitlement (FEEE), generally delivered as 15 hours a week 
over 38 weeks (school term time) a year. The entitlement can be taken as a stretched offer 
with fewer hours a week taken over more weeks in the year. Further information on 2 year 
old funding eligibility and how to access a funded place can be found on: 

https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-
years-education/funded-early-learning-2-year-olds/ 

Further information on 3 and 4 year old eligibility and how to access a place can be found 
on: 

https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-
years-education/funded-early-learning-3-to-4-year-olds/ 

7.2.1 CFIT continues to closely monitor local demand, supply and accessibility of funded 
places so that the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the current recruitment issues can 
be fully assessed and childcare providers medium and long term sustainability can be 
reviewed and where possible supported. 

7.3 The city has a mix of childcare providers delivering funded places across all types of 
providers. There are 219 funded providers in total, made up of 96 childminders (44%), 50 
day nurseries (23%), 53 nursery units/schools (24%), 19 pre-schools (9%) and 1 out of 
school. 

 

https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-years-education/funded-early-learning-2-year-olds/
https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-years-education/funded-early-learning-2-year-olds/
https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-years-education/funded-early-learning-3-to-4-year-olds/
https://www.derby.gov.uk/community-and-living/family-hub-childcare/childcare-and-early-years-education/funded-early-learning-3-to-4-year-olds/
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7.4 2 year old funded places 
7.4.1 The Council promotes this offer as ‘Flying Start for Two Year Olds’. FIS uses the termly 
data from the Department for Works and Pensions (DWP) to identify potentially eligible 2 
year olds. DWP data is then used as the benchmark to assess demand for and take up of 2 
year old funded places. 

7.4.2 Appendix 2 Table 3 provides a breakdown by ward of eligible children and evidences 
76.2% take up levels for Spring 2022. It should be noted that this represents a 5.8% 
increase on the take up numbers published in the Autumn 2020 Childcare Sufficiency 
Assessment and suggests that take up in Derby has returned to and exceeded pre 
pandemic numbers. 

7.4.3 Data suggests that there are 301 surplus funded places for 2 year olds in the city a 
reduction of just 27 places from Autumn 2020 CSA. However, ward place data evidences 
that there may be insufficient places in Normanton (3.1 children:1 place), Chaddesden (1.8 
children:1 place) and Oakwood (1.3 children:1 place) where the child to place ratios is 
highest. It should be noted that children in Oakwood often use Derbyshire providers that are 
close to the city boundary. Without place creation there may not be sufficient places to 
increase take up in Normanton (49%) where the take up level is significantly lower. 

 

7.5 3 and 4 year old funded places 
7.5.1 CFIT assesses the demand for 3 and 4 year old funded places using population data 
projections provided by the Councils Corporate Performance and Intelligence Team. 

Appendix 2 Table 6 details 2022 to 2025 projected population levels for children aged 0 - 4 
years. There is a predicated decrease in the 0 - 4 year old population over the next three 
years of 759 children (4.8%), whilst the number of 3 and 4 year olds decreases 2.6% from 
6,692, 3 and 4 year olds in 2022 compared to 6521 in 2025. 

7.5.2 An initial overview of Spring 2022 take up levels indicates take up levels across the city 
are at 86.6%. Mickleover (100.7%), Mackworth (97.4%), Chaddesden (96.4%) and Boulton 
(96.4%) have seen the highest take up levels. 

7.5.3 Whereas Normanton (77.4%), Arboretum (77.9%) and Littleover (82.8%) had the 
lowest take up of funded places for 3 and 4 year olds. 

7.5.4 When comparing the estimated number of 3 and 4 year olds in 2022 (6693) against the 
number of 15 hours funded places data suggests there are 1845 surplus places for 3 and 4 
year olds. However many of these are used as extended entitlement places so it cannot be 
assumed that there are surplus places with in the city. 

7.5.5 Local place data evidences that there may be insufficient places in Normanton (1.8 
children:1 place), Allestree (1.2 children:1 place) and Oakwood (1.1 children:1 place) where 
the child to place ratios is highest. 

7.5.6 CFIT will focus on Normanton, Allestree, and Oakwood where the child to place ratios 
are highest and undertake further activities to assess local demand, as well as investigate 
further the impact of migration to neighbouring wards. This in-depth assessment will then be 
used to inform any market management actions. 

  



 
 

19 
 

8. Gaps Analysis 
 

8.1 The gaps analysis table below summarises the source data found in appendix 2 and 
demonstrates the high and low pressure points by ward across the City. 

8.2 All wards offer a choice of childcare options to parents, however Chaddesden does not 
offer a day nursery, other wards do not offer pre-school playgroups (Abbey, 

Darley, Derwent, Mackworth, Normanton, Oakwood, Spondon) and Allestree does not offer 
nursery schools/classes. All wards have some childminders although numbers vary with only 
3 providers in each of the following wards Abbey, Arboretum, Darley, Derwent, and Sinfin. 

8.3 Average costs data indicates that childcare is most expensive in Oakwood (£5.24) and 
least expensive in Normanton (£3.95). In December 2020 the average hourly rate was 
£4.43, this has increased to £4.73 an increase of 6.8%. 

8.4 There are a total of 5655 full time equivalent childcare places for the 0 to 5 age group in 
the city, an increase of 3.6% from December’s 2020 data. When places are compared with 
population data Normanton (5.9), Mackworth (3.6) and Arboretum (3.7) have the highest 
child to place ratios. Data suggests that there is a short fall of places in these wards when 
compared to population. However, it should be noted that not all families choose or need to 
use childcare in the pre-school years and some families will use informal childcare such as 
extended family members. Therefore, further analysis would be needed to fully understand if 
this shortfall needs active market management. 

8.5 There are a total of 1486 funded 15 hours 2 year old childcare places in the City, a 
decrease of 7.2% however we have also seen a decrease of 6.9% in the number of eligible 
children on the DWP data set. When 2 year old places are compared with the Department of 
Works and Pensions (DWP) data which identifies eligible families Normanton (3.1) and 
Chaddesden (1.8) have the highest child to place ratios. However, across the city, the data 
suggests that there are 301 surplus funded places for 2 years olds. When take up is factored 
in, Normanton (48.7%) is the only ward with a below 50% take up and therefore is being 
targeted through outreach and professional support/awareness raising to increase take up 
growth, however it should be noted that Normanton, in particular, may not have sufficient 
places available. 

8.6 There are a total of 8538 funded 15 hour 3 and 4 year old childcare places in the City, a 
1.2% increase on December’s 2020 data. When places are compared with population data 
Normanton (1.8), Allestree (1.2) and Oakwood (1.1) have the highest child to place ratios. 
However, across the city, the data suggests that there are at least 1951 surplus funded 
places for 3 and 4 years olds, considering that a number of 4 year old are accommodated in 
reception classes the surplus number of funded 3 and 4 year old places will be higher. 
However the surplus places maybe being used to offer and accommodate 3 and 4 year old 
who are entitled to and are accessing the 30 hour extended entitlement. 
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Figure 4 – Gap analysis of high and low pressure points by wards across Derby city 
Source: Families Information Service March 2022 

Key   

Low pressure point = (Low)  

High pressure point = (High) 

Locality 1 
Types of childcare 

Ward Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 
group 

Nursey school 
places 

Average cost per 
hour 

Total places per 
ward 

Chaddesden 8  0 (Low) 1 5 (High) £4.54 220 (Low) 
Derwent 3 (Low) 2 0 (Low) 4 £4.16 (Low) 321 
Oakwood 8 2 0 (Low) 1 (Low) £5.24 (High) 235 (Low) 
Spondon 14 (High) 4 0 (Low) 2 £4.84 349 

Total 33 8 1 12 £4.69 1125 
 

0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Chaddesden 735 3.3 
Derwent 960 3.0 
Oakwood 631 2.7 
Spondon 601 (Low) 1.7 (Low) 

Total 2927 2.6 
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2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 
Chaddesden 28 (Low) 25 51 92% 1.8 (High) 

Derwent 131 (High) 79 (High) 85 78% 0.6 
Oakwood 34 13 (Low) 44 59% (Low) 1.3 (High) 
Spondon 70 50 28 (Low) 86% 0.4 (Low) 

Total 263 167 208 78% 1.0 
 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Chaddesden 439 311 314 0.7 
Derwent 448 256 424 1.0 
Oakwood 279 (Low) 156 (Low) 246 (Low) 1.1 (High) 
Spondon 505 279 261 (Low) 0.5 (Low) 

Total 1671 1002 1245 0.8 
 

Locality 2 
Types of childcare 

Ward Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 
group 

Nursey school 
places 

Average cost per 
hour 

Total places per 
ward 

Alvaston 10 5 (High) 1 2 £4.61 421 
Boulton 8 1 (Low) 2 3 £4.59 323 

Chellaston 10 3 3 (High) 2 £4.67 383 
Sinfin 3 (Low) 3 2 5 (High) £4.29 (Low) 394 
Total 31 12 8 12 £4.54 1521 
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0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Alvaston 1085 2.6 
Boulton 858 2.7 

Chellaston 818 2.1 
Sinfin 1141 (High) 2.9 
Total 3902 2.6 

 

2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 
Alvaston 152 90 117 68% 0.8 
Boulton 104 67 67 90% 0.6 

Chellaston 72 31 37 103% (High) 0.5 
Sinfin 130 100 120 (High) 85% 0.9 
Total 458 288 341 82% 0.7 

 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Alvaston 684 (High) 443 (High) 462 0.7 
Boulton 443 304 379 0.9 

Chellaston 576 274 358 0.6 
Sinfin 495 256 496 (High) 1.0 
Total 2198 1277 1695 0.8 
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Locality 3 
Types of childcare 

Ward Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 
group 

Nursey school 
places 

Average cost per 
hour 

Total places per 
ward 

Abbey 3 (Low) 6 (High) 0 (Low) 4 5.06 (High) 473 (High) 
Arboretum 3 (Low) 6 (High) 1 6 (High) 4.71 447 (High) 
Normanton 5 2 0 (Low) 4 3.94 (Low) 302 

Total 11 14 1 14 £4.57 1222 
 

0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Abbey 958 2.0 
Arboretum 1676 (High) 3.7 (High) 
Normanton 1771 (High) 5.9 (High) 

Total 4405 3.6 
 

2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 
Abbey 88 55 77 71% 0.9 

Arboretum 252 (High) 165 (High) 162 (High) 68% 0.6 
Normanton 62 52 191 (High) 49% (Low) 3.1 (High) 

Total 402 272 430 60% 1.5 
 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Abbey 552 308 381 0.7 
Arboretum 670 (High) 469 (High) 674 (High) 1 
Normanton 422 361 769 (High) 1.8 (High) 

Total 1644 1138 1824 1.2 
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Locality 4 

Types of childcare 
Ward Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 

group 
Nursey school 

places 
Average cost per 

hour 
Total places per 

ward 

Blagreaves 13 (High) 3 1  1 (Low) £4.76 249 
Littleover 16 (High) 2 3 2 £5.00 374 

Mickleover 10 2 3 3 £4.86 303 
Total 39 7 7 6 £4.87 926 

 

0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Blagreaves 753 3.0 
Littleover 859 2.3 

Mickleover 682 2.3 
Total 2294 2.5 

 

2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 
Blagreaves 76 34 46 91% 0.6 
Littleover 32 16 38 58% (Low) 1.2 

Mickleover 28 (Low) 11 (Low) 18 (Low) 83% 0.6 
Total 136 61 102 77% 0.8 

 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Blagreaves 389 (Low) 219 (Low) 312 0.8 
Littleover 585 386 376 0.6 

Mickleover 522 343 283 0.5 (Low) 
Total 1496 948 971 0.6 
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Locality 5 
Types of childcare 

Ward Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 
group 

Nursey school 
places 

Average cost per 
hour 

Total places per 
ward 

Allestree 4 1 (Low) 2 0 (Low) £4.90 183 (Low) 
Darley 3 (Low) 5 (High) 0 (Low) 7 (High) £5.01 591 (High) 

Mackworth 6 3 0 (Low) 3 £5.03 (High) 291 
Total 13 9 2 10 £4.98 1065 

 

0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Allestree 597 (Low) 3.3 
Darley 599 (Low) 1.0 (Low) 

Mackworth 1035 3.6 (High) 
Total 2231 2.1 

 

2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 
Allestree 27 (Low) 6 (Low) 4 (Low) 100% 0.2 (Low) 
Darley 104 44 38 66% 0.4 (Low) 

Mackworth 96 57 62 97% (High) 0.6 
Locality 5 Total 227 107 104 86% 0.4 

 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Allestree 231 (Low) 140 (Low) 275 1.2 (High) 
Darley 880 (High) 459 (High) 257 (Low) 0.3 (Low) 

Mackworth 418 297 426 1.0 
Locality 5 Total 1529 896 958 0.8 
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Childcare totals for all wards 
Types of childcare 
 Childminders Day nurseries Pre-school play 

group 
Nursey school 

places 
Average cost per 

hour 
Total places per 

ward 

Total 127 50 19 54 £4.73 5859 
 

0-5 year old 
Ward 2022 population 

projection 
Ratio of children 

to places 

Total 15759 2.7 
 

2 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Funded 15hr places 

delivered 
DWP 2 year old data % take against DWP Ratio of children to 

places 

Total 1486 895 1185 76% 0.9 
 

3 and 4 year old 
Ward Funded 15hr places 

available 
Fund 15hr places 

delivered 
2022 population projection Ratio of children to places 

Total 8538 5261 6693 0.9 
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9. Methodology 
 

9.1 The 2022 CSA has drawn on providers’ stated places delivered and historical funded 
places available data, rather than Ofsted registered numbers; this has enabled FIS to 
benchmark real places available to the childcare market and to accurately plot this against 
population data. The CSA for 0 to 5 year olds published in Autumn 2019 was used for 
comparison and evidenced change of time. It also considers the impact Covid-19 and as well 
as the childcare staff recruitment, issues identified by providers, are continuing to have on 
supply and demand and thus place availability. The CSA has drawn on data provided by the 
Derby City Council’s FIS, an in-depth provider telephone survey and an on-line survey of 
parents and carers with additional desk research to inform an assessment of current supply 
and future need. 

9.2 Desk research has been undertaken to ensure that demand for childcare takes account 
of current concerns regarding the Covid-19 pandemic and future trends as parents’ working 
patterns change to home working or their economic circumstances change with uncertainty 
in and around employment opportunities. 

9.2.1 Providing a context for the CSA by analysing population numbers. 

9.2.2 Providing an assessment of quality based on Ofsted inspection outcomes. 

9.3 An online questionnaire survey of parents and carers was published in February 2022 
with the aim of exploring current use, barriers to use, changing and unmet demand for 
childcare. The online survey was completed by 114 parents and carers. FIS raised 
awareness of the survey with webpage articles, Facebook posts, engagement with childcare 
providers, Children Centres, Schools, Health, Job Centre Plus, Libraries and Leisure 
services. 

9.3.1 An in-depth telephone survey ran in February 2022 for childcare providers, with the 
aim of exploring issues around the recruitment of new staff and the retention of existing staff. 
The telephone survey contacted all group providers and the majority of childminder, all 
providers were also emailed and invited to complete the quick up-date e-form via the 
Synergy portal. 

9.4 Supply data held by FIS provided details of Ofsted registered provision, including places 
and vacancy data and fees charged. A provider telephone survey was used to collect real 
time availability, vacancies and the impact of Covid-19 and staff recruitment on their short, 
medium and long term sustainability and was collected in February 2022. 

9.5 CFIT has worked with the Council's, Information Management and the Policy Research 
and Engagement Teams to provide population data and local intelligence for this CSA for 
children aged 0 to 5 years of age. 

9.6 Funded early education place sufficiency and take up has been mapped against local 
Spring 2022 term take up data. Data on entitlement for a funded early education place for 2 
year olds is provided by the Department for Work and Pensions. 

9.7 Assessing childcare places is generally complex, in 2022 there are two additional factors 
to consider, where the Covid-19 pandemic and staff recruitment has affected providers’ 
ability to deliver their normal childcare place numbers and have sufficient staff available to 
maintain ratios. The analysis is based upon a combination of gathering existing local 
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intelligence, making future predictions and horizon scanning to drill down and give the most 
up to date picture of a local ward/locality. 

9.8 There are several significant risks factors in assessing childcare sufficiency. It should be 
noted that any analysis can only be a best estimate of local sufficiency and is a snapshot in 
time. Childcare providers considering creating or extending existing provision would need to 
review this analysis to ensure that unmet parental demand still exists and that any new 
provision/expansion would be sustainable in the medium to longer term. 

 

10. Further information 
 

Judith Allbutt 

Families Information Service Co-ordinator,  

Families Information Service,  

School Organisation and Provision,  

People’s Services Directorate,  

Derby City Council,  

The Council House,  

Corporation Street,  

Derby DE1 2FS 

Email: judith.allbutt@derby.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01332 642614 

  

mailto:judith.allbutt@derby.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 
 

Figure 5 – Map of Derby city showing localities and wards 
 

 

Localities and wards map key 

Locality Wards 
1 Chaddesden, Derwent, Oakwood, Spondon 
2 Alvaston, Boulton, Chellaston, Sinfin 
3 Abbey, Arboretum, Normanton 
4 Blagreaves, Littleover, Mickleover 
5 Allestree, Darley, Mackworth 
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Appendix 2 – Supply data of 0 to 5 year old places 
Figure 6 – 0 to 5 year old places by locality, provider type and ward 
 

Source: Families Information Service March 2022 

Locality 1 
 Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 
Ward Number Places 

offered 
Cost per 

hour 
Number Places 

offered 
Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Chaddesden 8 32 £4.12 0 0 N/A 1 32 £5.00 5 156 £4.50 220 
Derwent 3 9 £4.15 2 114 £5.25 0 N/A N/A 4 198 £3.08 321 
Oakwood 8 34 £4.65 2 175 £5.83 0 N/A N/A 1 26 N/A 235 
Spondon 14 71 £4.08 4 226 £5.43 0 N/A N/A 2 52 £5.00 349 
Total 33 146 £4.25 8 515 £5.50 1 32 £5.00 12 432 419 1125 

 

Locality 2 
 Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 
Ward Number Places 

offered 
Cost per 

hour 
Number Places 

offered 
Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Alvaston 10 63 £4.67 5 275 £5.36 1 18 £4.00 2 65 £4.40 421 
Boulton 8 45 £4.42 1 32 £5.00 2 71 £4.34 3 175 N/A 323 
Chellaston 10 39 £4.64 3 219 £5.38 3 73 £3.65 2 52 £5.00 383 
Sinfin 3 8 £4.33 3 162 £4.97 2 66 £4.25 5 158 £3.59 394 
Total 31 155 £4.52 12 688 £5.18 8 228 £4.06 12 450 £4.33 1521 
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Locality 3 
 Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 
Ward Number Places 

offered 
Cost per 

hour 
Number Places 

offered 
Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Abbey 3 6 £4.50 6 368 £5.68 0 N/A N/A 4 99 £5.00 473 
Arboretum 3 6 £4.00 6 214 £4.53 1 28 £5.50 6 199 £4.81 447 
Normanton 5 15 £4.67 2 110 £4.15 0 N/A N/A 4 177 £3.00 302 
Total 11 27 £4.39 14 692 £4.79 1 28 £5.50 14 475 £4.27 1222 

 

Locality 4 
 Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 
Ward Number Places 

offered 
Cost per 

hour 
Number Places 

offered 
Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Blagreaves 13 42 £4.50 3 155 £5.29 1 26 £4.50 1 26 N/A 249 
Littleover 16 51 £4.61 2 191 £5.38 3 78 £5.00 2 54 N/A 374 
Mickleover 10 39 £4.53 2 119 £5.55 3 93 £4.50 3 52 N/A 303 
Total 39 132 £4.55 7 465 £5.41 7 197 £4.67 6 132 N/A 926 

 

Locality 5 
 Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 
Ward Number Places 

offered 
Cost per 

hour 
Number Places 

offered 
Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Allestree 4 27 £4.56 1 90 £5.30 2 66 £4.84 0 0 N/A 183 
Darley 3 9 £4.33 5 370 £5.53 0 N/A N/A 7 212 £5.17 591 
Mackworth 6 18 £4.13 3 154 £5.73 0 N/A N/A 3 119 £5.23 291 
Total 13 54 £4.34 9 614 £5.52 2 66 £4.84 10 331 £5.20 1065 
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Total of 0 to 5 year old places by provider type and ward 
Childminders Day nuseries Pre-school playgroups Nursery schools/ classes Total 

places 
per 

ward 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost per 
hour 

Number Places 
offered 

Cost 
per 
hour 

127 514 £4.41 50 2,974.00 £5.28 19 551 £4.01 54 1820 £4.50 5859 
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Figure 7 – Childcare quality by Ofsted outcomes 
Source: Families Information Service March 2022 

Locality 1 
Childminders 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Met 

Not met 
with 

actions 
Pending 

inspection 
Chaddesden 8 0 5 0 1 0 1 1 

Derwent 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Oakwood 8 0 6 0 0 0 0 2 
Spondon 14 0 12 0 0 0 0 2 

Total 33 0 26 0 1 0 1 5 
 

Day nurseries 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Chaddesden 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Derwent 2 0 2 0 0 0 
Oakwood 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Spondon 4 0 4 0 0 0 

Total 8 1 7 0 0 0 
 

Pre-school play groups 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Chaddesden 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Derwent 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Oakwood 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Spondon 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 0 0 0 1 
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Locality 2 
Childminders 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Met 

Not met 
with 

actions 
Pending 

inspection 
Alvaston 10 0 9 0 0 1 0 0 
Boulton 8 0 7 0 0 0 0 1 

Chellaston 10 1 7 0 0 0 1 1 
Sinfin 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 31 1 26 0 0 1 1 2 

 

Day nurseries 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Alvaston 5 0 5 0 0 0 
Boulton 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Chellaston 3 0 3 0 0 0 
Sinfin 3 0 3 0 0 0 
Total 12 0 11 0 0 1 

 

Pre-school play groups 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Alvaston 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Boulton 2 0 2 0 0 0 

Chellaston 3 0 3 0 0 0 
Sinfin 2 0 2 0 0 0 
Total 8 0 8 0 0 0 
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Locality 3 
Childminders 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Met 

Not met 
with 

actions 
Pending 

inspection 
Abbey 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Arboretum 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 
Normanton 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Total 11 0 5 0 0 1 0 4 
 

Day nurseries 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Abbey 6 2 3 1 0 0 

Arboretum 6 0 6 0 0 0 
Normanton 2 0 2 0 0 0 

Total 14 2 11 1 0 0 
 

Pre-school play groups 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Abbey 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arboretum 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Normanton 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1 0 1 0 0 0 
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Locality 4 
Childminders 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Met 

Not met 
with 

actions 
Pending 

inspection 
Blagreaves 13 1 12 0 0 0 0 0 
Littleover 16 0 10 0 0 4 0 2 

Mickleover 10 0 8 0 0 1 0 1 
Total 39 1 30 0 0 5 0 3 

 

Day nurseries 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Blagreaves 3 0 2 1 0 0 
Littleover 2 0 2 0 0 0 

Mickleover 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Total 7 1 5 1 0 0 

 

Pre-school play groups 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Blagreaves 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Littleover 3 1 2 0 0 0 

Mickleover 3 0 3 0 0 0 
Total 7 1 6 0 0 0 
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Locality 5 
Childminders 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Met 

Not met 
with 

actions 
Pending 

inspection 
Allestree 4 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 
Darley 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 

Mackworth 6 0 4 0 0 0 0 2 
Total 13 1 7 0 0 2 0 3 

 

Day nurseries 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Allestree 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Darley 5 1 2 0 0 2 

Mackworth 3 0 2 0 0 1 
Total 9 1 5 0 0 3 

 

Pre-school play groups 

Ward Number Outstanding Good Requires 
improvement Inadequate Pending 

inspection 
Allestree 2 0 1 1 0 0 
Darley 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mackworth 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 1 1 0 0 
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Childcare quality total for all wards 
Childminders 

 
Number Outstanding Good Requires 

improvement Inadequate Met 
Not met 

with 
actions 

Pending 
inspection 

Number 127 3 94 0 1 9 2 17 
% - 2.4% 74.0% 0.0% 0.8% 7.1% 1.6% 13.4% 

 

Day nurseries 
 Number Outstanding Good Requires 

improvement Inadequate Pending 
inspection 

Number 50 5 39 2 0 4 
% - 10.0% 78.0% 4.0% 0.0% 8.0% 

 

Pre-school play groups 
 Number Outstanding Good Requires 

improvement Inadequate Pending 
inspection 

Number 19 1 16 1 0 1 
% - 5.3% 84.2% 5.3% 0.0% 5.3% 
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Figure 8 – Funded 2 year old by DWP eligibility and take up. Comparison by ward March 2022 
 

Ward Children in 
Place 

15 hr funded places 
delivered by ward 

% take up 
against DWP 

DWP List 

Abbey 55 55 71.4 77 
Allestree 4 6 100.0 4 
Alvaston 80 90 68.4 117 
Arboretum 110 165 67.9 162 
Blagreaves 42 34 91.3 46 
Boulton 60 67 89.6 67 
Chaddesden 47 25 92.2 51 
Chellaston 38 31 102.7 37 
Darley 25 44 65.8 38 
Derwent 66 79 77.6 85 
Littleover 22 16 57.9 38 
Mackworth 60 57 96.8 62 
Mickleover 15 11 83.3 18 
Normanton 93 52 48.7 191 
Oakwood 26 13 59.1 44 
Sinfin 102 100 85.0 120 
Spondon 24 50 85.7 28 
* and ** 42 - - 11 
Grand Total 911 895 76.2 1196 
 

*Note:  42 postcodes did not match to a Derby Ward 

**Note: 11 postcodes did not match to a Derby Ward 
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Figure 9 – Funded 3 and 4 year old take up data 
 

Locality 1 
Ward 3 and 4 year old population Take up % take up 

Chaddesden 307 296 96.4 
Derwent 416 360 86.5 
Oakwood 267 235 88.0 
Spondon 270 233 86.3 

Total 1,260 1124 89.2 
 

Locality 2 
Ward 3 and 4 year old population Take up % take up 

Alvaston 424 374 88.2 
Boulton 360 347 96.4 

Chellaston 363 311 85.7 
Sinfin 476 437 91.8 
Total 1,623 1469 90.5 

 

Locality 3 
Ward 3 and 4 year old population Take up % take up 
Abbey 380 334 87.9 

Arboretum 688 536 77.9 
Normanton 742 574 77.4 

Total 1,810 1444 79.8 
 

Locality 4 
Ward 3 and 4 year old population Take up % take up 

Blagreaves 323 269 83.3 
Littleover 372 308 82.8 

Mickleover 282 284 100.7 
Total 977 861 88.1 
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Locality 5 
Ward 3 and 4 year old population Take up % take up 

Allestree 254 211 83.1 
Darley 259 202 78.0 

Mackworth 388 378 97.4 
Total 901 791 87.8 

 

Total population and take up for all wards 
3 and 4 year old 

population Take up Percentage 
take up 

15,759 15,481 15,244 

 

Source: Corporate Performance and Intelligence May 2022 - using most recent data available. This material is intended to give a flavour of 
future populations; it is in no way intended to be a rigid guide to what the future population structure of the city will be, as regardless of the 
complexity of calculation there will always be a significant margin of error. Consequently extreme caution should be used as to this material.
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Figure 10 – Population data 
 

Locality 1 
Age Ward Year 

Chaddesden Derwent Oakwood Spondon 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Age 0 137 160 133 111 540 508 488 467 
Age 1 141 181 124 114 559 530 511 491 
Age 2 144 195 130 116 584 559 541 523 
Age 3 154 206 117 130 606 586 572 557 
Age 4 160 218 129 131 638 623 612 602 

Total 0-4 735 960 631 601 2,927 2,806 2,724 2,640 
 

Locality 2 
Age Ward Year 

Alvaston Boulton Chellaston Sinfin 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Age 0 204 148 144 209 705 678 651 624 
Age 1 204 164 149 212 729 704 679 653 
Age 2 214 168 167 224 774 753 732 712 
Age 3 229 184 169 237 818 800 782 764 
Age 4 233 195 189 259 876 866 857 847 

Total 0-4 1,085 858 818 1,141 3,902 3,801 3,701 3,600 
 

Locality 3 
Age Ward Year 

Abbey Arboretum Normanton 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Age 0 194 319 309 822 806 790 774 
Age 1 195 343 335 873 862 852 841 
Age 2 189 341 357 886 879 871 863 
Age 3 189 337 380 907 903 899 895 
Age 4 192 337 389 918 920 921 923 

Total 0-4 958 1,676 1,771 4,406 4,370 4,333 4,296 
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Locality 4 
Age Ward Year 

Blagreaves Littleover Mickleover 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Age 0 141 154 112 407 402 398 393 
Age 1 153 165 137 454 453 452 451 
Age 2 147 164 150 461 460 459 458 
Age 3 151 188 139 479 478 477 476 
Age 4 161 188 144 493 492 491 489 

Total 0-4 753 859 682 2,294 2,285 2,277 2,267 
 

Locality 5 
Age Ward Year 

Allestree Darley Mackworth 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Age 0 96 116 190 402 394 387 379 
Age 1 103 114 202 419 413 408 403 
Age 2 122 113 217 453 451 449 447 
Age 3 135 124 222 480 483 485 487 
Age 4 140 133 204 477 478 480 481 

Total 0-4 597 599 1,035 2,230 2,219 2,209 2,197 
 

Total population for years 2022-25 
Year 

2022 2023 2024 2025 

15,759 15,481 15,244 15,000 

 

Source: Corporate Performance and Intelligence March 2022 - using most recent data available. This material is intended to give a flavour of future 
populations; it is in no way intended to be a rigid guide to what the future population structure of the city will be, as regardless of the complexity of 
calculation there will always be a significant margin of error. Consequently extreme caution should be used as to this material. 
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