STATEMENT OF REASONS

PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

Derby City Council (Chequers Road) (Moving Vehicle Restrictions) (Amendment to Map Based Schedule) (No.59) 

(Experimental) Order 2022
Derby City Council is duty bound pursuant to Section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) to secure the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of vehicular and other traffic (including pedestrians) and the provision of suitable and adequate parking facilities on and off the highway.

The proposed Order is in accordance with Section 1(1), of the Act as it appears to the Authority that it is expedient to make it for the purposes prescribed:

1. For avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or any such danger arising 

2. For facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic (including pedestrians)
3. For preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the existing character of the road or adjoining property
4. For preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road runs 
5. For management of the quality of air pursuant to paragraphs (a) to (c) of sub section (1) of Section 87 of the Environmental Act 1995 (air quality)

EFFECTS

The purpose of the order is to introduce the following changes to the current restriction, experimentally:

Chequers Road, from its junction with Wyvernside to the Costco western entrance
Bus, Cycle and Hackney Carriages Only (7am-10am and 3pm-6pm) to replace existing Bus, Cycle and Hackney Carriages Only.
One Way for All Vehicles to remain.
BACKGROUND
Costco has opened a fuel service station within its site, selling fuel at a discounted price.  This along with their membership increasing has resulted in the site becoming extremely busy, particularly with the recent fuel crisis. Traffic queuing to enter the Costco car park regularly extends back along Wyvernside to the Derwent Parade signalised roundabout, some 150m away.   This results in gridlocking the roundabout, causing further queues on each of the legs, the worst being along Derwent Parade which often extends as far as Pride Park Stadium, around 500m away.  This situation often occurs from around 11am, when Costco opens its main store to the general public, until early afternoon.

Complaints have been received from customers and staff of Marks and Spencer and Burger King whose sites are served from the same Wyvernside exit from the signalised roundabout. Tim Horton and KFC are also located on this section of the retail park. 
Costco have acknowledged that their service station is causing issues and have attempted to implement some traffic management measures within their car park to alleviate the situation.  Unfortunately, these have had limited success.  
REASONS FOR PROPOSALS

To resolve this issue as quickly and efficiently as possible it is felt necessary to make some alterations to the way the highway operates in the area.  
The proposal is to amend the current Bus, Cycle and Hackney Carriages Only restriction on Chequers Road, to allow access for all vehicles during off-peak hours. This will be introduced on a trial basis in order to determine efficacy and monitor any drivers taking advantage of the new, alternative route, and any consequent effect on bus services.
Traffic counts carried out on 7 July 2022 showed that 16 buses used the bus lane during a 12-hour period from 0700 to 1900. During the period between 11am and 2pm, when Costco traffic levels are at their highest, only one bus used the bus lane. 

Traffic generally runs freely on the A52 between 11am and 2pm and buses are more likely to stay on this route. Discussion with the bus companies determined that buses tend to mainly use Chequers Road between 7am-10am and 3pm-6pm, therefore the introduction of general traffic between 10am and 3pm, should not have an adverse effect on bus journey times.

During the busiest periods, the Costco access at the roundabout would be closed and vehicles directed along Chequers Road to the western entrance. This would have the effect of bringing the car park queue largely within the Costco site.  
The proposal would prevent the Derwent Parade roundabout from locking due to excess traffic and retain access to and from Pride Park.  This is particularly important considering the further development that is currently ongoing in Pride Park.

The exclusivity of the route for buses, cycles and hackney carriages through to the Pentagon using Chequers Road would be maintained during peak times. The One Way for All Vehicles restriction would remain.
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